
Government & Politics
Introduction

Few subjects are as central to our everyday lives as Government & Politics.  
You will learn about who makes the decisions that affect our lives and how we can  
influence the political system. You will study the political systems of the UK and to  
the USA.There is no need to worry about prior knowledge since the course is taught  
from ‘scratch’. We will assume that you know nothing – but you probably know more  
than you realise!

Who is this course for?

This is an excellent subject for anyone who has an interest in current affairs and the world around them. 
Government & Politics works well in combination with many other subjects. It is useful for those wanting 
to study Law at University – our ex-students testify to this! It also links well with subjects like History, 
Sociology, Geography and Economics.

Course Content

You can expect a variety of teaching methods such as group work, discussion, debate, individual 
research, and presentations. There are a range of enrichment opportunities including external speakers 
and visits such as London and Paris.
This is a Linear A-level and final assessment takes place at the end of 2 years. It comprises the following 
units: 

Component 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas
This unit is worth one third of the A Level and includes:
1. democracy and participation:
• Political parties,
• Electoral systems
• Voting behaviour
• The media.
2. Core Political Ideas:
• Conservatism
• Liberalism
• Socialism
Component 2: UK Government and Optional Political Ideas
This unit is worth one third of the A level and includes:
1. UK Government:
• The constitution
• Parliament
• Prime Minister and executive
• Relationships between the branches
2. Optional Political Ideas - anarchism

Component 3: Comparative Politics
This unit is worth one third of the A level and includes:
Politics of the USA:
the US Constitution and federalism, US congress, US presidency, US Supreme Court, democracy and 
participation, civil rights.

Progression 

Progression from this qualification can include Higher Education to study courses including Politics, Social 
Policy, and Journalism. It can lead to a range of careers in areas that include journalism, social policy, 
research, teaching, law and the civil service.


