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UK Election Results 2019: How do they involve you? 

Whether you woke up on  Friday distraught or 

celebrating, everybody is aware of the 12th 

December election – but like many others, you 

may still be wondering: Why did we just have a 

general election, what does it mean for the 

future of the country and why didn’t I get a 

vote?  

 

The Tories don’t support votes for 16 

and 17-year-olds because they don’t 

appeal to our demographic with their 

policies- their campaigns are mostly 

targeted at an older age-group as seen 

in the YouGov graphic below. Their 

campaigns are aimed to appeal to peo-

ple who have historically voted for 

them and to drag people who no longer 

believe in Labour to them.  

However, members of the Tory 

party who are as young as 15 were 

allowed to send their vote for the 

party leader back in July. The par-

ty was heavily criticised for not 

backing votes for 16 and 17-year-

olds, but made no change to their 

policies despite this. 

Labour supports votes for 16 and 

17-year-olds because they know 

that they have a young voter base. 

Their campaigns are targeted at 

the entire country, regardless of 

age or class. They aim to bring in 

new voters and to appeal to peo-

ple who are unhappy with the cur-

rent way that the country is being 

run,  

one look at the constant Twitter 

back and forth between the Offi-

cial Conservative account and the 

Official Labour account prove as 

much.  

Considering the Conservative  

win, things will remain as they 

 already are. A no-deal Brexit I 

s likely and a Canada-style  

agreement with the US will be 

 brought into fruition by Boris  

Johnson. Drug prices will rocket 

 due to the US agreement, and the 

 NHS is supposed to stay as a public 

health service – though, this is ar-

gued and debated over by many 

people. In the case of a Canada-

style agreement with the US, our 

food will most likely be imported 

from the US despite US foods vio-

lating many EU and UK safety-

laws. 

Austerity (political-economic poli-

cies that aim to reduce government 

budget deficits through spending 

cuts, tax increases, or a combina-

tion of both) will begin to rise again, 

alongside the poverty line, and the 

amount of people not receiving 

care from their local councils due 

to underfunding with spike. The 

benefits system is likely to get 

worse and disabled people will still 

struggle to get the benefits that 

they need to survive – universal 

credit will be rolled out nationally 

by December 2023, which means 

that  

separate benefits will be conjoined 

into one system for all, which has a 

variety of pros and cons . The bene-

fits you receive will reduce de-

pending on how much income is 

brought into the household (for 

every £1 some sources claim that 

up to 63p of the total benefit will be 

forfeited). It will be paid out like a 

salary, with one payment for all of 

the benefits you are entitled to, un-

like the current system of every-

thing being paid out in separate 

amounts – and the money will be 

paid out ’a month in lieu’  (e.g. In 

January, you will receive the mon-

ey you got for December and in De-

cember, you will get the money you 

got in November. So the poor will 

get poorer. So what’s new?  

By Elizabeth Speight     17.12.2019 

The views expressed in The Stockton Shout-Out are not the views of Stockton Sixth Form College  

( including the student body, the teaching staff  and support staff and the Governors. 



Climate Change  

Throughout the last fifty years, 

the Earth’s climate has rapidly 

increased due to the growth in 

demand of fossil fuels, an in-

crease in deforestation in areas 

such as the Amazon rainforest 

and the Borneo rainforest and 

the use of pollutant-producing 

products, like cars and planes.  

Due to the increase in climate, 

there was an established agree-

ment called The Paris Agree-

ment, in 2012, which, for the first 

time, brought a variety of nations 

to tackle the problem; climate 

change. The Paris Agreement 

had a central aim to strengthen 

the global response to the threat 

of climate change. It was insisted 

upon that the countries must 

keep temperature rises in the 

century below two degrees Cel-

sius. With this agreement in 

place, we would surely be able to 

tackle climate change once and 

for all, right?  

Seven years later and the cli-

mate is still changing, we are 

still releasing carbon dioxide 

into the atmosphere and the Am-

azon has lost over 20% of its 

Within this, a new spokesperson 

emerged; Greta Thunberg, a six-

teen-year-old from Sweden, who 

came forward to speak for the 

Earth itself. In her speech at the 

U.N. Climate Action Summit, Thun-

berg criticised the older genera-

tion for their ‘empty words’ and for 

failing to save the planet. Thun-

berg continued to target the gen-

eration and mentioned how ‘all 

[they] can talk about is money and 

fairy tales of eternal economic 

growth’.  

Owen Swan Since the 23rd September 2019, 

when the summit was held, there 

has been an outbreak of strikes 

across the globe. During the week 

of the summit, from the 

20th September to the 27thSep-

tember, there was a Global Cli-

mate Strike which took place. The 

strikes involved public protests, 

with many people bringing signs, 

which included titles such as ‘It’s 

getting hot in here so take off all 

your coal’ (Cambridge, UK), ‘I’m 

sure the dinosaurs thought they 

had time’ (Berlin, Germany) and 

‘You know it’s time to change 

when leaders act like children 

and children act like lead-

ers’ (London, UK) which is a clear 

reference to Greta Thunberg but 

also the thousands of young peo-

ple who attended strikes.  

With the climate steadily rising, 

we do not have long left until 

there will be unfixable conse-

quences. As members of the 

younger generation, it is our fu-

ture that is being ruined be-

cause we are being relied on to 

save the world that we didn’t 

destroy.  

The Earth is a victim. Soon, we 

will not be able to save it, unless 

we all help by reducing our en-

ergy usage, walking or cycling 

and, with the holidays coming 

up, recycling all your recyclable 

material. It will be a small im-

pact, but it is a bigger impact 

than doing nothing.  



High Tide: The Big Give  

On November 29th, the High Tide Foundation held a charity black tie event 

at Wynyard Hall, Stockton-On-Tees. Most students are likely already aware 

of this due to the bulletin from the past few weeks which included a re-

cruitment for assistance at the event.  

If you weren’t already aware, The High 

Tide Foundation is an independent 

charitable  Foundation based in the 

Tees Valley – their aims as a founda-

tion are to provide work experience 

and diverse career opportunities to 11-

19 year olds in the Tees Valley area. As 

a college of 16-19 year olds, this is a 

cause that matters to and resonates 

with our community. The event con-

cerned marks 7 years of the High  Tide 

Foundation generously supporting the 

careers of young people. 

Big Spenders Big Givers 

Being on staff at the event was a great 

way to experience the generosity of 

our community first hand, one man 

spending £60 on raffle tickets alone, 

Each individual I served was charita-

ble and polite, so much so that the 

event alone raised  over £30,000.  

One company that attended the ball 

was Visualsoft, an  eCommerce 

firm who work with brands such as 

TJ Hughes, Miltons and Middles-

brough Football Club. I interviewed 

the CEO and founder, Dean Benson, 

for more insight on the work of High 

Tide, and its importance to the Tees 

Valley area. 

by Isobel Fawcett 

-What was your motivation to start 

work with the High Tide Founda-

tion? 

“I heard about the High Tide Foun-

dation through a business friend 

and really admired what they are 

doing by helping younger people 

understand about different types 

of businesses and how it might 

positively affect their future ca-

reers choice.” 

 

Seven attendees from the night, including our own 

Principal,  Joanna Bailey 

-What does the foundation's 

cause mean to you? 

“It is so well aligned with 

what I strongly believe in. It's 

local - Tees Valley,, and they 

work with younger people 

who might need help/

direction with their career 

and it gives us at Visualsoft 

the chance to show them 

what a digital industry looks 

like.” 

-What can you tell us about 

the foundation's future plans/

aims for the community? 

“From all of the work that 

they've done in the past, the 

present and what I've heard 

about their plans for the fu-

ture, it's a really exciting time 

for everyone involved in the 

High Tide Foundation. The 

main goal will be to work with 

more businesses across all 

sectors and to engage with 

more young people. It's such 

a positive foundation to be 

helping with and it makes us 

all at Visualsoft very proud to 

be able to help.” 

If any students or staff wish to support High 

Tide’s cause, you can contact the charity at 

01642 243662, or contact them via email at                                                                                 

info@hightidefoundation.co.uk.  

Alternatively, you can directly sign up to join 

the charity events at https://

www.hightidefoundation.co.uk/events/.  

17.12.2019 



Mental Health (and why it is important)  
By Owen Swan 17.12.2017 

On Saturday 

5th October, ITV 

launched a campaign 

to help ‘families get 

closer’, as they have 

written on their web-

site. The ITV cam-

paign website has 

many pages for dif-

ferent aspects of the 

campaign, ranging 

from ‘Inspiration’ to 

‘Conversation Start-

ers’. The campaign is 

supported by Young 

Minds and Mind (who both have a 

focus on young people’s mental 

health). It is believed that depres-

sion and anxiety in young people has 

risen by 48% since 2004, and the 

main argument is that talking and 

listening can build mental wellness. 

Therefore, the campaign encour-

ages the audience to ‘tune back in to 

the story’ in their homes.  

For the advertisement of the cam-

paign, ITV partnered with five 

brands to create a silent adverts 

which continued to ask the nation to 

‘talk to their families’. The brands 

included were SEAT, Samaritans, 

Gillette, Dunelm and Oral-B.  

In addition to this, ITV released an-

other advert which included a vari-

ety of well-known ITV celebrities, 

ranging from news presenters to 

actors, which has been  the most 

frequently aired ad.   

The company Mind, who supported 

the Britain Get Talking campaign, 

describe themselves as a compa-

ny that provides ‘advice and sup-

port to empower anyone experi-

encing a mental health problem.’. 

Mind has supported over 500,000 

people across England and Wales 

by offering housing, crisis help-

lines, employment, training 

schemes and drop-in centres.  

1)      Learn New Skills 

Research has shown that learning new 

skills can improve your mental well-

being by helping you to connect to others, 

helping you to build self-confidence and 

self-esteem and helping you to build a 

sense of purpose. 

  

2)      Connect with Other People 

 

Having a good relationship with other 

people can help mental well-being by 

helping you build a sense of belonging, 

giving you an opportunity to share posi-

tive experiences and providing emotional 

support.  

3)      Give  to Others 

 

The act of giving and kindness can help 

improve your mental well-being by giving 

you a feeling of self-worth, helping you 

connect with others and creating positive 

feelings and a sense of reward.  

 

  

4)      Be  Physically  Active 

Being active can improve not  only 

your physical health, but  also your men-

tal well-being  by helping you to set 

goals  and achieve them, raising your self

-esteem and causing chemical changes 

in your brain which can help to positively 

There are many things that can affect your mental well-being, 
but there is always a place to go for help. 

Young Minds - Text YM to 85258 

Samaritans -  Text  116123 

College - Book an appointment with Adele using the email 

s.harrington@tvc.ac.uk 

Across all mental health projects, there are four agreed upon steps 

to improving mental well-being.  



A Piece of Gothic Horror 
Owen Swan  

The  once grand house stood 

within a cramped clearing in the 

infinite forest. Blankly, the win-

dows stared into the surround-

ings. The faded red  outer stucco  

of the house had sunk into the 

ground and, now, the house ap-

peared to be ill, tired with age. 

There was a narrow driveway, 

strewn with autumn leaves, that 

swerved up to the immense gate. 

The dilapidated, iron fence was 

fractured into several pieces and, 

in some places, the spear heads 

upon the rusted fence appeared 

sharpened like medieval weap-

ons.  

The dying trees remained still, 

unnerved by the decrepit house’s 

threatening glances. Peculiarly, 

there was a thick, unbearable 

feeling of tranquillity that made 

me feel uneasy.  

I advanced. 

As I was about to enter the court-

yard, I  barely descried an unread-

able sign, cracked and transfixed 

by nature, swinging from the gate., 

annexed to the gate by a coal-

coloured, weather-beaten  chain.  

Pushed by the breeze, the placard 

swung forward, clawing at the 

metal with the heavy chain. The 

astringent screeching sound of the 

swing deterred me from staying 

near the sign for any  longer. 

I moved towards the daunting door 

and, as I reached the steps, a high-

pitched scream resonated from 

within the darkened forest. Imme-

diately, I charged through the door 

and slammed it shut behind me. 

The force I used cause the whole 

house to shake and creak as if the 

walls were shouting at each other.  

Before I  could hide away I felt  

blindly for a lock on the door  but 

concluded that, much to my dis-

may, the door lacked a lock.  

Inside the house, which was as 

tenebrous as the windows ap-

peared on the outside, my eyes 

began to accustom themselves 

to the dim light .  Yet there was 

nothing of value: a few shards of 

glass that were scattered like 

stars across the floor. Minute 

fragments of fractured wood had  

swept into the corner of the pas-

sage.  

Hesitantly, I trudged through the 

ground  floor of the house, check-

ing for a good place to rest until 

night had passed. As I edged 

around the arch way into what ap-

peared to be a kitchen, I discerned 

a loud, deliberate creak from the 

main door.  

I dove behind a cracked dining ta-

ble (which was flipped onto its 

side) and reduced my breathing to 

silent, shallow breaths. As if with 

purposeful brutality, the footsteps 

crashed against the floor. 

Amongst the sound of footsteps, I 

could perceive something hefty 

and ponderous scraping against 

the cracked panels of the floor. 

Desperately, I endeavoured to re-

main silent but, when I was en-

slaved by my own curiosity, I 

peered beyond my defence. At the 

foot of the arch way, the thunder-

ous steps halted, accompanied 

by the silence of the object trailing 

behind the entity: it felt like the si-

lence endured hours. In an instant 

of thinking this, the steps, angrier 

than before, tormented the quiet of 

the kitchen. I could not move; I 

could not breathe; I could not even 

think.  

Whatever creature stood beyond 

my feeble shield was vigorous. 

Out of the small gap to my right, I 

could visualize the figure move 

into the room. Behind it, there 

was a trail of apparel, with some-

thing  of a petite proportion 

stuffed inside. Abruptly, the 

creature lingered just beyond the 

table and, with fear drumming 

painfully against my heart, it for-

warded itself. Now, it waited 

close to the table, so close I could 

hear it breathing (heavy 

and arrhythmic breathing that 

mirrored the breathing of an ex-

hausted animal). Large, unnatu-

ral hands grabbed the table and, 

as if with torturous and deliber-

ate slowness, they dragged back 

the table. I sat, defenceless. I 

peered up into deep red eyes 

which were swimming an unnat-

ural, sickly grey sea.  

 

In my vision, all I could see was 

blood-red eyes until darkness 

seeped into view. Soon, the room 

became cloaked and my mind 

shut off.  



Marvel Rings the Changes in the New Year 

The Marvel franchise is undoubtedly one of the most 

popular franchises today, meaning millions are antici-

pating the fourth phase to start its release in 2020. With 

so many products being released in the phase, it can be 

difficult even for a superfan to keep track. To save you 

some time, Isobel Fawcett takes you through  the TV 

shows and movies that will be released in phase four… 

Black Widow (film) 

will be dedicated to 

exploring the back-

story of Natasha Ro-

manoff, the every-

one’s girl crush, in 

more detail than it 

was in Age of Ultron. 

The film is set after 

the events of Captain 

America: Civil War, 

where we will learn 

about a “complex his-

tory”, according to 

Red Guardian actor, 

David Harbour. The 

announcement of 

Black Widow was 

received well by fans 

who believed Roma-

noff deserved better 

character develop-

ment in past films,  

and by fans of Scarlett 

Johansson’s character 

in general. Black Wid-

ow will be released on 

1st May 2020. 

The Falcon and the 

Winter Soldier (series) 

will be released au-

tumn 2020, the plot 

spoilers released so 

far reveal that Sam 

Wilson and Bucky 

Barnes will return to 

deal with the after-

math of Avengers: 

Endgame, in which 

Sam was handed the 

mantle of Captain 

America.  Fan, Lachlan 

Cornforth , student at 

Stockton Sixth Form, 

commented, “he [Sam] 

is much more suited  

for the role than Bucky 

would be, because my 

man is still in recovery 

and doesn’t need that 

stress on him, espe-

cially after Steve 

****ed off and left him. 

Sam also has the most 

modern military expe-

rience, so he would be 

better for it. We love 

the new Captain 

America”. Lachlan will 

no doubt be overjoyed 

to discover that  Haw-

keye’s mantle is also 

being passed on in 

Hawkeye (series) that 

is to be released in 

Autumn 2021. The plot 

will be based on Bar-

ton passing the mantle 

of Hawkeye on to Kate 

Bishop, played by Hail-

ee Steinfield and like 

most of phase 4, the 

series will follow the 

events of Avengers: 

modern military expe-

rience, so he would be 

better for it. We love 

the new Captain 

America”. Lachlan will 

no doubt be overjoyed  

to discover that  Hawkeye’s 

mantle is also being passed 

on in Hawkeye (series) that 

is to be released in autumn 

2021. The plot will be based 

on Barton passing the man-

tle of Hawkeye on to Kate 

Bishop, played by Hailee 

Steinfield and like most of 

phase 4, the series will fol-

low the events of Avengers: 

Endgame. 

WandaVision (series) is set 

to release in Spring 2021 

and was expected to follow 

the character of Scarlet 

Witch but the high profile 

casting of Paul Bettany as 

Vision suggests that the 

show will focus on their 

relationship at the very 

least. The series takes 

place after Avengers: End-

game and will lead into 

Doctor Strange and the 

Multiverse of Madness. The 

latter will be released 7th 

May 2021, and will be a se-

quel to Doctor Strange 

(2016) and Endgame (2019). 

What surprised fans was 

the fact that the film will 

follow a more gothic horror 

style than other films in the 

franchise.  

The film will co-star Eliz-

abeth Olsen (Scarlet 

Witch) and link to the up-

coming Loki series. 

Fans were ecstatic to 

hear that Loki was going 

to get his own series, as 

many millions thought 

that he did not get the 

character development 

or appreciation that he 

deserved … 

#justiceforLoki.  The se-

ries will follow the ver-

sion of Loki that stole the 

space stone in 2012 in 

Avengers: Endgame and 

will be released early 

2021. 

The What If…? series is a 

completely new addition 

to the Marvel franchise - 

It has been confirmed that 

the series will be 23 epi-

sodes long and follow 

multiple storylines such 

as “What If… Peggy Carter 

was Captain America”?  

The show turns the Mar-

vel franchise on its head 

and leads the audience to 

something completely 

new and unexplored. 

What If…? will be released 

in the summer of 2021. 

Another unique addition 

to the phase is The Eter-

nals (film). The ‘Eternals’ 

of the title are  an immor-

tal alien race and are sent 

to Earth to protect hu-

manity from their evil 

counterparts, 

the ‘Deviants’. The Eter-

nals comic books and  

characters  have never 

been adapted into film 

until now so the release 

(6th November 2020) is 

most anticipated by older 

Marvel fans who enjoyed 

the comics and have long 

been awaiting an adapta-

tion. 

By  Isobel Fawcett 



The Multi-diverse: Marvel’s marvellous turn-around 
Elizabeth Speight 

With all of these iconic and exciting 

titles coming to the silver screen in 

the fourth phase of the MCU, the 

question of diversity within the cine-

matic universe arises once again. 

This phase is undoubtably one of 

Marvel’s most diverse to date, with 

titles such as Shang-Chi and the 

Legend of the Ten Rings and Black 

Widow making their debut as some of 

the first Marvel films to have an 

Asian and a female lead - Brie Lar-

son made her debut as the first fe-

male lead in a Marvel Film with Cap-

tain Marvel (2019). The Marvel Com-

ics have been a gift to diversity and 

representation, with titles like Blade, 

Black Panther, X-Men and The Fan-

against them – so, why hasn’t the 

MCU, in its 10-year-lifespan, 

acknowledged the diverse back-

ground that it comes from? This 

phase of the MCU includes its first 

deaf characters, its first openly 

LGBT characters, its first Asian-

American characters and has far  

more women than ever taking on the 

directorial role.  

Despite this, the past 23 movies 

within the MCU have been over-

whelmingly lacking in the diversity 

that we see now. This begs the ques-

tion: why did they wait so long, and 

are they just using diversity as a 

Of course, these are all extremely  

difficult questions to answer with-

out a direct insight into Marvel 

Studios. We don’t know why Mar-

vel is suddenly pushing diversity 

after Avengers: Endgame and we 

don’t know why they haven’t don’t 

it sooner – but we can 

acknowledge how people react to 

diversity within the MCU being 

brought to the forefront of the 

franchise.   

Matt McGloin, a writer on cosmic-

book.news condemns this trend: 

“The films no longer care about 

telling a quality story, but instead, 

only care about pushing a politi-

cally correct agenda.”  

He went on to compare Captain 

Marvel to Disney’s continuation of 

the Star Wars series, saying that 

the MCU would suffer the same 

way that the well-loved franchise 

Star Wars has in the eyes of its 

original fans. Despite the critical 

drubbing many of the new films 

get it never hurts to remember 

that the Star Wars franchise is 

worth a total of $65 billion. Maybe 

MCU look to those numbers to in-

spire them.  

One cosmicbook.news  user con-

tended McGloin’s cynicism: “I think 

it's great they're giving these op-

portunities to women and a variety  

of other races, an opportunity they've 

never had before. It's disheartening 

you want to take that away from 

them. All for the sake of tradition. 

There's nothing wrong with what 

they're doing.”  

Whichever side you agree with, there 

is no doubt that the new phase of the 

MCU will give people the chance to 

see themselves on the big screen. 

This is a chance to bring a new era to 

the superhero films, for kids and 

adults alike to recognise themselves 

as more than merely represented on 

the screen but, in true superhero 

fashion… stylised, glorified and lion-

Natalie Portman being deemed worthy at Com-

ic Con 2019 





What’s On in The Area? December 2019—   

March 2020 Lauren Kilcullen  

18/12 – Sad Cinema: It’s A 

Wonderful Life – On Wednes-

day 18th, Sad For Life Records 

are putting on a special treat 

for all Christmas movie lov-

ers! It’s A Wonderful Life will 

be on at Base Camp in Mid-

dlesbrough from around 

8pm. £5 in advance will get 

you a seat for the festive fa-

vourite and almost limitless 

popcorn (an absolute bar-

gain if you ask me!), so get 

yourself down!  

Exchange House, Exchange 
Square, Middlesbrough, TS1 1DB 

19/12 – Pineapple Black Pop 

Up Christmas Market – On 

Thursday 19th, Pineapple 

Black will be host to a pop up 

Christmas market! It’ll fea-

ture live music, mulled wine, 

and a shopping experience 

lasting all day and into the 

evening! Plus, it’s free, and 

people of all ages are wel-

come to go along, so make 

sure you do if this is your 

kind of thing!  

Hillstreet Shopping Centre, Mid-
dlesbrough, TS1 1SU  

21/12 – Orange Pip Market 

Christmas Edition – The Orange 

Pip Market is coming back this 

month for the Christmas special! 

It’s free entry, with live music, 

art, and food, and everyone’s 

welcome, so why not pop down 

to Middlesbrough Town Hall and 

check it out?!  

Albert Rd, Middlesbrough, TS1 2QJ  

28/12 – Big North East Record 

Fair – If you’re a fan of music and 

own a record player then get 

yourself down to Middlesbrough 

Town Hall for the Big North East 

Record Fair! It’s £1.50 to get in 

and everyone’s welcome, so why 

not go along and have a look for 

some new records? 

Albert Rd, Middlesbrough, TS1 2QJ  

28/12 – Antarctic Monkey Live at 

KU Bar – If you’re into the Arctic 

Monkeys and are looking for a 

night out around Christmas, this 

could be ideal for you! The Ant-

arctic Monkeys will be playing 

live at KU Bar on Saturday 28th, 

and it’s just £8 to get in! (18+)  

Regent House, Prince Regent St, 
Stockton-on-Tees, T18 1DB 

31/12 – Goosed Records’ New Year’s 

Goosenaney! – If you’re looking for 

a good NYE party with tons of live 

music, don’t worry – Goosed Rec-

ords have got you covered! It’s a 

fiver to get into, and it’s on from 

6pm, so go ahead and party with the 

guys and gals of Goosed!  

Dr Brown’s, 135 Corporation Rd, Mid-
dlesbrough, TS1 2RR 

31/12 – Empire’s New Year’s Eve 

Ball – Looking for a super fun NYE 

party with absolute bops all night? 

Then get yourself down to Middles-

brough Empire for their New Year’s 

Eve ball! Tickets can be bought for 

£10, but be quick – they’ll sell out 

quickly! (18+)  

The Middlesbrough Empire, 2 Corpora-
tion Rd, Middlesbrough, TS1 2RT  

15/02 – SHE - On Saturday 15th Feb, 

The Hootones will be playing a fan-

tastic tribute to the most inspira-

tional women in the music industry! 

Tickets are £10, and everyone is 

welcome to go along, so if this 

sounds like your cup of tea, don’t 

hesitate to go!  

Georgian Theatre, Green Dragon Yard, 
Stockton-on-Tees, TS18 1AT  

22/02 – Noel Gallagher’s High Flying 

Carpets – If you’re a fan of Noel Gal-

lagher’s High Flying Birds, then The 

Georgian Theatre have got just the 

thing for you – a night of covers from a 

fantastic tribute band! It’s just £8, and 

is open to all ages, so feel free to go 

along!  

Georgian Theatre, Green Dragon Yard, 
Stockton-on-Tees, TS18 1AT  

28/02 – Teesside in The Spotlight – 

Teesside’s got a great amount of cul-

ture, with some of the best live music 

you could ask for. To show this off, one 

of our own students is organising a gig 

at Base Camp in Middlesbrough, with 

five incredible local bands! It’s just £5 

in advance (or £7 on the door), and will 

be a great night, so make sure you go 

along! (14+) 

Exchange House, Exchange Square, Mid-
dlesbrough, TS1 1DB 

04/03 – Lust For Life Drawing – If you’re 

a fan of drawing then go along to The 

Georgian Theatre on Wednesday 4th 

March where you’ll be able to take part 

in some life drawings while listening to 

some lovely tunes. What’s not to like?! 

Georgian Theatre, Green Dragon Yard, 
Stockton-on-Tees, TS18 1AT  



Songs  From Northern Britain #5 

On 16/11, I went to the fifth edition of Songs From 

Northern Britain, and it was incredible! There was 

a massive variation of genres playing between 

The Georgian Theatre, The Green Room, and The 

Georgian’s bar, so there really was something for 

everyone! With only three clashes, I made sure to 

see as many bands/artists as possible. Here’s 

how my day panned out… 

The first band of the day were Eddie 

and The Valkyries, who played a 

brilliant set! They were on very early 

(2:10PM), and with that considered, 

they gathered a good crowd. It was-

n’t that surprising, though, if you’ve 

seen them before. What with their 

energy and excellent tunes, it’s diffi-

cult to see them and not enjoy it! 

They played mainly fast paced 

songs, and had the crowd bopping 

along to the music – it was very diffi-

cult not to! They had a really good 

stage presence, too, and chatted to 

us between songs a fair bit. All in all, 

their set was a really good one to 

start the day with, and it certainly 

got me ready for the day ahead! 

Next up was the fantastic 

Girl From Winter Jargon 

at The Green Room. Hav-

ing seen her before, I 

knew what to expect, but 

that didn’t stop me from 

being in awe of her talent. 

She manipulated her gui-

tar’s strings in many 

ways, even holding it by 

the neck and slowly slid-

ing it through her fingers, 

and while sounding unu-

sual, it was still awe-

some. I clearly wasn’t the 

only one who thought so, 

as by the end of her set, 

the room was pretty full! 

After Girl From Winter Jargon, I 

headed back to The Georgian Theatre 

for The Lulas’ set. They played a lot of 

happy sounding, upbeat tunes that 

were easy to dance to, and everyone 

else clearly agreed, as they danced, 

clapped along, and sang to the songs. 

The songs had a lot of meaning too, 

with lyrics themed around being 

yourself, social media not being as 

great as it’s made out to be, and lov-

ing yourself. It really was just a feel-

good set, and I certainly left feeling 

uplifted.   

Next, it was back to The Green Room 

for James Leonard Hewitson. I’ve 

seen James once before at the 

first Mousetival, but this set was very 

different to that one. This time he was 

accompanied by a band, and that re-

ally added to the atmosphere. The 

music was fairly fast paced, and the 

room was absolutely packed. I dis-

covered that all of the songs played 

during the set are being released on 

James’s new EP, and from the 

sounds of it, the EP is going to be full 

of bangers! At the end of the set, the 

band members left one by one, until 

Up next were Venus at The Georgian  

Theatre. I’ve been wanting to see them 

for a while, and I’m so glad I managed to 

catch them this time. It was the last night 

of their Freaky Friday tour, where they’ve 

gone all over England, and even played in 

Glasgow! They were just as great as I’ve 

been told, with some absolutely rocking 

tunes. They did have some technical dif-

ficulties as GK’s mic stopped working 

properly part way through the set, but 

they quickly overcame them and carried 

on with the set. There were some more 

important themes in their songs, such as 

mental health and sexualisation of wom-

en in the music scene. I thoroughly en-

joyed the set, it was absolutely fantastic!   

Then, it was back to The Green Room for 

Plastic Poetry, an alt rock/indie band 

who’d travelled all the way from Glas-

gow to play. It was their first gig in the 

area, and what a first gig it was! They had 

quite a lot of energy on the small stage, 

with their guitarist and bassist bouncing 

around in most of the songs. I got vague-

ly Fratellis/Milburn-esque vibes with 

their music, and I really enjoyed it! Their 

lead singer had a couple of issues with 

his guitar lead, but soon fixed them and 

carried on with the set.   

Girl From Winter Jargon twangs her 

way into the audience’s hearts 

Lauren Kilcullen  



The next band were Cousin Kula, 

who played at The Georgian. It 

was pointed out that they weren’t 

actually from Northern Britain at 

all, as they’re  from Bristol, but 

where they were from didn’t re-

ally feel too important when they 

started playing – they were too 

good for us to care! Their music 

was very unique, unlike anything 

I’ve heard before, with a lot of 

electro elements to it, they even 

brought out a saxophone at one 

point! I thought they were really 

good, and I definitely hope they 

come back to the North East 

soon!   

Following Cousin Kula, I went 

through to the bar to 

catch Nadedja, a Brazilian sing-

er/songwriter, who lives in the 

North. She played gorgeous 

songs on the piano, with chilling, 

beautiful vocals. It was very 

lovely, and was so much calmer 

than any of the other bands or 

artists I’d seen.   

Next were Pleasure Heads on 

the main stage of The Georgian 

Theatre. They played fast paced, 

fairly upbeat alternative rock 

with a hint of rock n roll  

Next, it was back to the bar for 

Faithful Johannes, an artist 

who I’ve been wanting to see for 

quite some time, so when I 

spotted him on the bill I was ra-

ther excited. His set started 

with what seemed to be a sort 

of spoken word poetry which 

then turned into rap. He was 

rather unpredictable with his 

actions, pulling out cardboard 

signs with lyrics written across 

them at seemingly random 

times in a few songs, and at one 

point even passing out 

messages to the crowd on small 

pieces of paper. It was a very good 

set, and I’ll definitely be seeing him 

again. 

I then went back to the main stage 

for HYYTS, another Glaswegian band, 

although they told us that they’d 

travelled from London for the gig. 

Their set was filled with unusual 

dancing from one of the guys, and a 

lot of electro from the laptop and 

synths. One of the songs, a sadder 

one which talked of times when your 

brain simply isn’t there and you feel 

like you’re dreaming, involved an 

acoustic guitar, and it was the only 

one that did. Although the majority of 

their set was originals, they did play 

a cover of Still The One I Love, by 

Shania Twain, which had everyone in 

the crowd swaying.  

The penultimate band of the night for 

me were Komparrison, the final act 

of the bar stage. They played an 

acoustic set, as usual, with gor-

geous vocals and lovely harmonies. 

Some songs were fairly upbeat, 

such as No Friend of Mine. The 

whole bar was bustling during their 

set, yet everyone was quiet, listen-

ing and some even singing along to 

the music.  

During the last song, McDonald’s 

Drive Thru, everyone clapped along. 

There was a very friendly feeling to 

their set, which I quite liked. 

The headliners of the night were The 

Howl and The Hum. The room was 

packed before the band had even 

gone onto the stage, and by the end of 

the set there was no way anyone else 

could get into the room! The band 

were quite energetic at times,         

particularly their lead singer, Sam. 

The crowd were clearly enjoying the 

music, and they were very audibly 

singing along to a lot of the songs, at 

some points even louder than the 

band! That said, Sam’s vocals were 

very powerful at times, too. It was a 

fantastic end to the night and every-

one else clearly thought so too!  

sprinkled in. Their set was fun 

and energetic, excepting one 

song towards the end, which 

was less energetic, but just as 

fun. Their bassist danced 

around a fair bit throughout the 

set, although the majority of 

the band moved about a good 

amount in general.   

Pleasure Heads rocking the stage 

The Howl and The Hum ending the night with the 

best harmonies in the North 


