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I warmly welcome you to the very stimulating and 
rewarding culture of Stockton Sixth Form College; 
care, respect and hard work are the values at the 
heart of how we operate as a college community.

We believe that education can transform the lives 
of individuals and we understand that learning 
can offer new and exciting life opportunities for us 
all. Indeed, it is our absolute belief in the positive 
power of education that motivates our fantastic 
members of staff in all that they do. 

We strive to create an environment in our 
college that is fair, supportive, inclusive and 
beckons a strong work ethic. At Stockton Sixth 
Form College we offer a wide range of courses 
including A Levels, vocational programmes, 
and a suite of level two courses for students 
who want to strengthen their qualifications 
before progressing to the next level. The college 
prides itself on its high levels of attendance 
and retention, the meeting (and exceeding) 
of target grades and its success in securing 
student destinations to both higher education 
and apprenticeships. We consistently help a 
significant number of our students to progress to 
the most prestigious Oxbridge and Russell group 
universities studying on the more competitive 
courses. Similarly, our programmes attract 
many students who want to improve their 
occupational competence and secure 
apprenticeships.

I am very much looking forward to 
meeting you.

Asma Shaffi
Principal

“We offer a 
wide variety of 
A Level, BTEC 
and Level 2 
courses.”

A very warm welcome to our latest 
prospectus. I’m delighted that you’re 
interested in joining us here at 
Stockton Sixth Form College.

Welcome to Stockton Sixth Form College
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Support
& Guidance
Supporting You
Leaders and managers play a central role in
safeguarding learners. They work closely with
teachers and tutors to ensure all learners are
listened to and supported. 

The Progress Tutor is the first point of contact for 
students and parents.

There is a full pastoral programme where 
Progress Tutors will oversee the personal 
and academic welfare of students through a 
combination of informal contact and tutor periods. 

Students will usually be assigned a tutor who 
is based within the department of one of their 
courses. In this way, advice can be sought, and 
problems dealt with as swiftly as possible.

Parents meet with teachers and tutors at Parents’
Evenings on a number of occasions during
the year as appropriate to each student’s needs.
Half-termly progress grades are issued in addition
to reports. Early in the first term of your first year,
there is an information evening for parents and
students, whilst in the Summer Term of your first
year, a Higher Education evening is held. 
The progress of all students is regularly assessed 
and reviewed via their Individual Learning Plan.

Well-being and counselling services
Stockton Sixth Form College students can rest
assured that well-being and safety is our
number one priority. If you are safe and happy
then academic progress can take place. Students
can sometimes have problems for which they
need confidential help and support, such as
personal or stress-related issues or they may
just need help to make the right decision. If you
have a problem, don’t be afraid to ask, we can
help you no matter how big or small the problem
is. The college has invested in well-being
and counselling services: both counsellors and
well-being coaches are available by appointment
for confidential consultation and support.
We have a specialist Trainee Psychotherapeutic 
Counsellor and a well-being coach who both 
have a wealth of experience in offering well-
being, emotional and therapeutic support to our 
students. They are very caring individuals who 
will put your welfare at the heart of what they do.
 

Student support
We support students of all abilities both in and
out of the classroom, throughout the full range
of courses. As well as the help you receive from
your subject teachers and Progress Tutor, we also
offer additional support when you need it to help
you complete your studies successfully.

If you have a specific learning difficulty or
disability, our experienced team can support with,
for example, dyslexia, autism, ADHD, physical
disability, visual impairment, hearing impairment
or English as a second language. The support
we offer is tailored to your individual needs.

This may include one-to-one support, personal
care, equipment and resources and exam
access arrangements.

Please make sure that you discuss any support
needs at your college interview to ensure this is in
place for when you start your studies with us.

For more information about the support available,
or to discuss your individual needs, contact
Sharon Moore, Deputy Faculty Manager (SEND)
on 01642 612 611 or by emailing
s.moore@stocktonsfc.ac.uk
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Life at SSFC
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Enrichment
We have a wide range of 
enrichment activities available. 
Enrichment is a great way to meet 
new people who have similar 
interests and can be a fantastic 
stress reliever!  Below is a sample 
of the different activities that 
are on offer:
• Chess club
• Bake off
• Glee club
• Various sports including 5 a side football, 

badminton, cricket and rugby
• Student Ambassadors
• Charity champions
• Events Team
• Debating society
• Open mic

There are also college events such as 
StocktonFest, Multicultural Day, Freshers Fayre 
and events for Comic Relief and Children in Need. 
You could also join the Student Union to have 
your say in college matters.

Stockton Sixth Form College

Careers
We are passionate about Careers 
Guidance and will support you to 
make an informed decision about 
your future. We will help you to 
explore your career options, from 
applying to university to helping 
you find an apprenticeship, 
whatever is right for you!

You will get one to one support from our careers 
advisor (Lauren Greenwood), your Progress Tutor 
as well as your class teachers. You will be invited 
to attend careers events such as University Open 
Days, The Careers Fair, Apprenticeship Talks, 
Employer Talks and Visits and much more.

You will also get the opportunity, if you wish to 
undertake an industry placement, this is 350 
hours of work experience which runs alongside 
your studies. This placement is an opportunity 
to put your learning into practice and develop 
technical skills to enable you to finish your 
course with the skills, knowledge and expertise 
that employers want!

As your specialist sixth form 
in Stockton-on-Tees we 
have 50 years’ experience 
delivering A Level, BTEC 
and GCSE qualifications to 
students aged 16-19 from 
across the region.

The college celebrated its outstanding success of 
99% pass rate this year, with the vast majority of 
subjects achieving 100% pass rate.
Nearly half of students received high grades from 
A*- B, securing places at universities or starting 
their higher apprenticeship. 
The 2022 cohort has been one of the most 
successful in securing the highest possible grades 
in their subjects. Subsequently, a significant 
number of the students who applied to go to 
university are accepting offers at Russell Group 
and other prestigious destinations. 

100%
PASS RATE
in nearly 90% 
of our subjects!

99%
PASS RATE
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High Expectations
We aim for all our students to achieve 
100% attendance and will challenge 
those who fall below our minimum target 
of 95%. Attendance is of vital importance 
to ensure you progress. 

Both behaviour and attendance are 
regularly reviewed by teaching staff, 
tutors, faculty managers and leaders. 

Any incidents of absence, missed 
deadlines or failure to meet the 
expectations of sixth form study will be 
addressed. 

Upon joining Stockton Sixth Form 
College our Student Charter will be 
issued to all students which outlines 
our expectations.

Stockton Sixth Form 
Expectations and Behaviour

1. 95% + attendance at all lessons
It is expected that attendance stays above 95%, 
if this begins to decline then the attendance 
process will be followed.

2. Punctuality to all lessons and tutor time
It is expected that all students arrive to lessons
on time during the day. If punctuality does start to
fall behind, then attendance reports will be sent
to parents/carers of those students. If punctuality
does not improve, then the student will be placed
on a punctuality report to be monitored.

3. Responsible behaviour in and around the
college building
It is expected that all students act in a positive
manner in and around the college building
following the basic expectations that you applied
at your former schools.  As a sixth form student
you will be treated as a young adult and as such 
you are a role model in the community and
should portray this on a daily basis.

Free Travel
All students receive a free Arriva or Stagecoach 
bus pass to use across the Tees Valley area. 
Students can use their bus pass on any bus, at 
any time of the day, weekday or weekend. 

Free Wifi
Free use of the college WiFi.

Gym Access
Students will have free access to our 
multi-use Gym.

Microsoft 365 Access
All students receive access to Microsoft 365 
(up to 5 devices).

Careers Advice
Expert careers advice and support with 
UCAS process.  

Financial Support
If you are under 19 years of age when you start 
your course, you will not normally have to pay 
tuition fees or examination fees on the first 
occasion. 

Financial support for students aged 16-18 is 
available through the SSFC Bursary Scheme, 
for students whose household 
income is below £25,000* 
per annum. Some students 
may also be eligible for free 
college meals. 

This support is means tested and evidence of 
income is required with the application. 

If you think you may be eligible and would like 
to discuss it further, please contact the college, 
where staff are available to help.

College Bursary Awards
• Cash grants for students whose family

income is below £25,000*

• Up to £30 bursary for care leavers,
those in care* 

• Subsidised stationery purchases/ 
study materials 

• Free college meals for eligible students*

• Free UCAS application for eligible students*

• Contribution towards essential course- 
 related trips 

• Help with childcare costs through Care2Learn
for eligible students.

*Means-tested for students from low income families 
who meet eligibility criteria and linked to attendance and 
performance. Income threshold is subject to change, 
check college website for current levels.

Student Benefits
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SSFC  – Take a 
look at our Campus 
& Facilities
We are committed to providing 
the very best facilities for 
students. Our campus boasts 
spacious science labs, state 
of the art IT facilities, open 
learning spaces, a first-class 
art and design studio and 
fantastic sports department 
including a 3G outdoor pitch, 
sports hall and multi-gym.
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How is this course assessed?
By examination and coursework.

What might this course lead to?
Design supports a wide range of careers and 
university courses including graphics and 
illustration, product design, architecture, industrial 
design, theatre and costume design.

Art & Design
Design
A LEVEL

Why study Art & Design?
• It is a practical ‘hands-on’ course

• It involves creative projects

• It relates to a broad course covering 2D
and 3D work.

What does this course consist of?
It is an exciting course which allows you to 
creatively explore a wide range of design 
disciplines. Firstly, you will be introduced to the 
design process and produce work through small 
exercises and design briefs. You will be given 
the opportunity to explore 2-dimensional and 
3-dimensional design processes, so later, you can
specialise and choose the path best
suited to you.

• 2-dimensional areas of study may include:
illustration, advertising, communication
graphics, branding and package design

• 3-dimensional areas of study may include:
product design, environmental and
architectural design (and could expand to
theatre and costume, jewellery design / body
ornamentation, and sculpture).

Can you please supply a 
pull-out quote or fun fact to 
go in this area?
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Case Study
Name
Liam

Previous School
The Grangefield Academy

Studying
Chemistry, Biology, Maths

Progression plans/aspirations 

I am aiming to attend university to study 
a medical course.

Why did you choose SSFC?
I chose SSFC because of the incredible 
staff and students who are very 
respectful and friendly. Everyday feels 
very engaging and makes me want to 
constantly improve and work 
my hardest.



Business
BTEC

Why study Business?
• I want to study a business course which places 
 a great deal of emphasis on coursework

• I want to set up and run my own business

• I want the opportunity to enter employment in 
 the business sector.

What does this course consist of?
• BTEC Business has a practical nature and there 
 is a strong emphasis on the development of 
 investigation skills and use of IT

• You will also complete an examination as part of 
 the course based on Business Environment

• The course is a four-unit single award over 
 two years (Extended Certificate).

 Units covered are:

• Exploring business

• Developing a marketing campaign

• Personal and business finance

• Investigating customer service.
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“As an alternative to university some 
students gain prestigious Degree 
Apprenticeships in Accounting, 
Management Consultancy or 
Logistics with firms such as KPMG, 
PWC, GSK and the NHS.”

Business
A LEVEL

Why study Business?
• I want to study all of the key areas of business 
 activity and behaviour

•  I want to enhance my understanding of 
 current affairs

• I enjoy problem-solving and making use of 
 case studies

• I want to set up and run my own business.

What does this course consist of?
• Investigating and evaluating real-world 
 business issues such as;
_ How can a manager motivate a workforce?
_ How can a new business establish itself 
 in the market?
_ What is business efficiency?
_ How do firms promote their products?
_ Why did Nissan come to the North East?
_ Topics covered, leadership, marketing, 
 finance, human resources: operations and the 
 external environment.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead to?
• Higher education in Business or 
 related courses such as Finance or Marketing

• Career opportunities in areas such as Tourism, 
 Banking, Personnel, Marketing and Financial 
 Services.

Business & 
Economics

How is this course assessed?
• By a combination of coursework and 
 examinations.

What might this course lead to?
• Higher education

• Employment – this course enables you 
 to develop abilities and skills in areas which 
 employers have identified as being highly 
 desirable

• Career opportunities in areas such as 
 Banking, Marketing, Accounting, Tourism and 
 Financial services.



Case Study
Name
Colin

Previous School
Our Lady & St Bede Catholic 
Academy

Studying
Criminology, Business, 
Philosophy & Ethics

What is the best thing about being a 
SSFC student?
The vast amount of friendly people.

What do you enjoy?
Criminology because no lesson is ever 
the same.
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Economics
A LEVEL

Why study Economics?
• I want to study a dynamic and exciting subject 
 of importance to everybody in society

• I want to investigate the best way of using 
 limited resources efficiently

• I want to find out about economic issues that 
 affect all of our lives

• I want to develop analytical and 
 problem-solving skills.

What does this course consist of?
Investigating core economic models and concepts 
across four main themes:

• An introduction to markets and market failure

• The UK economy – performance and policies

• Business behaviour and the labour market

• Global economic perspectives.

Investigating key issues such as:

_ Market forces: Why are house prices so 
 high in London?
_ The state: Why are there always waiting lists 
 in the NHS?
_ Unemployment: Why is it so high in 
 North East England?
_ Climate Change: What can Economics offer 
 to the debate?
_ You will have the opportunity to take part 
 in departmental trips such as an Economics 
 Grade Booster conference in Leeds.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead to?
• Higher education, as a specialist course or 
 combined with other subjects

• Careers in many different areas such as 
 Management, Marketing, IT, Accounting 
 and Finance.

17



Information 
Technology
BTEC

Why study Information Technology?
• I want to gain good software skills that 
 will prepare me for working in today’s 
 technological world

• I want to investigate how businesses use 
 technology to achieve their goals

• I am interested in finding out about how IT 
 influences the world around me

• I like to learn in a practical way and prefer 
 coursework to written exams.

What does this course consist of?
• Using Social Media in Business

• Creating Systems to Manage Information 
 (Databases)

• Data Modelling (Spreadsheets)

• Information Technology Systems (Exam).
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“Information 
Technology prepares 
you for a range 
of employment 
opportunities.”

Computer Science
A LEVEL

Why study Computer Science?
• I want to learn computer programming skills

• I want to understand how to design and test 
 computer programs

• I want to gain the mathematical insight into 
 how a computer works on the inside.

What does this course consist of?
• Decomposing problems and designing 
 algorithms to provide solutions

• Building software using a variety of 
 programming languages and techniques

• Examining and understanding hardware 
 and software

• Understanding how computers use 
 mathematics to store and process instructions 
 and data

• Understanding the technicalities of networks, 
 including the internet

• Legislation, ethical, moral and cultural issues 
 surrounding computer science.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination and through a small 
 coursework element.

What might this course lead to?
• Computer Science supports a wide range 
 of careers and university courses including 
 Computer Science, Software Design, Business, 
 Games and App Programming.

Computer 
Science 
& IT

How is this course assessed?
• Continuous coursework assessment 
 throughout both years

• A controlled online practical assessment to be 
 taken in the first year

• One written exam to be taken in the 
 second year.

What might this course lead to?
• Studying IT at university

• Any career which requires advanced IT 
 practical skills – Computer Games 
 Programming, Website Design, IT Technician, 
 Graphics or Multimedia Design etc.



Case Study
Name
Alfie

Previous School
St Patrick’s RC College

Studying
Law, Criminology, History

Progression plans/aspirations 

After college I aim to go to Newcastle 
University, get my degree in Law and do 
my solicitors qualifications to go on and 
become either a family or a 
criminal solicitor.

Why did you choose SSFC?
It seemed like a great college with a great 
range of courses, on open events the 
staff were positive and made their taster 
sessions very enjoyable.

Criminology 
& Law
Criminology
WJEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

Why study Criminology?
• I am thinking of studying other related 
 humanities subjects at A Level, such as 
 Psychology, Law and Sociology

• I am interested in learning more about the 
 Criminal Justice System in the UK, why 
 offenders commit crimes and how we 
 punish them

• I want to develop a range of transferable 
 skills for my future career, including oral and 
 written communication skills, the ability to 
 solve problems, provide skills of project-based 
 research, development and presentation.

What does this course consist of?
Criminology is a fascinating interdisciplinary 
subject that draws on elements of Law, 
Psychology and Sociology to examine how 
crime is defined, why people commit crimes, 
the perceptions of crime, why some crimes are 
unreported, how society responds to criminal 
activity and how we punish offenders. We explore 
crime statistics and how we can reduce crime 
rates and successfully rehabilitate criminal 
individuals as well as how physical evidence 
such as hairs, blood and fingerprints are collected 
from crime scenes and how this can prove 
innocence or guilt. There will be opportunities to 
debate the controversial criminological theories 
of crime and investigate their implications in our 
Criminal Justice System.

Studying Criminology will allow you to 
understand the culture of crime and the workings 
of the criminal justice system alongside giving 
you the opportunity to delve further into 
biological, individualistic and sociological reasons 
for criminal behaviour including exploring 
criminal personality traits, the born criminal and 
subcultures. All these exciting topics are woven 
into our following four units:

• Unit 1 Changing Awareness of Crime 
 (First year unit)

• Unit 2 Criminological Theories (First year unit)

• Unit 3 Crime Scene to Courtroom 
 (Second year unit)

• Unit 4 Crime and Punishment 
 (Second year unit).

How is this course assessed?
• Two 8 hour, controlled assessments held 
 December - January (Units 1 and 3) and two 
 external exams held in May - June 
 (Units 2 and 4)

• Graded A*-E

• Please be aware that for qualifications awarded 
 from 2020 onwards candidates must pass all 
 units in order to achieve a grade for the 
 qualification.

What might this course lead to?
• Study of Criminology, Policing, Psychology, 
 Law, Sociology or other Humanities based 
 subjects at university

• The course will develop a wide range of skills 
 and knowledge relevant to many job roles 
 within the Criminal Justice sector such as 
 Policing, Prison Service, Forensic Science, 
 Probation and the Courts.
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Law
A LEVEL

Why study Law?
• I am thinking of a career in the legal profession

• I want to gain an understanding of how the 
 law works in practice

• I am interested in examining actual cases that 
 have been through the courts

• I want to experience contact with the legal 
 profession

• To improve analysis of laws and essay 
 writing skills

What does this course consist of?
• Practical information about how the courts 
 are structured

• Learning about the difference between 
 solicitors and barristers and the role of the 
 judge and jury

• Examining issues like; what is murder and what 
 is manslaughter? What requirements must be 
 met for a valid contract?

How is this course assessed?
• By examination (3 x 2 hours)

What might this course lead to?
• Study of Law at university

• Access to Higher - Level Legal Apprenticeships

• Humanities courses at university

• The course will develop a wide range of skills 
 useful in careers as Legal Executives, work in 
 the Court Services, litigation or in the Police.
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Students can choose 
to study three A Levels 
or can combine A Levels 
with vocational courses. 

Engineering
Engineering
BTEC

Why study Engineering?
• I would like a career in engineering in the future

• I want to develop my practical skills while 
 studying the theory behind engineering. 

Engineering is a course that develops a wide 
range of skills that will stand you in good stead

for the whole of your working life. Skills you 
will develop include project planning, problem 
solving, creativity, communication, teamwork, 
persistence, numeracy and computer skills. 
Engineers develop these skills that make them 
highly employable in lots of different sectors.

What does this course consist of?
The course covers different aspects and 
fields of engineering, providing a broad 
experience and deep understanding of a variety 
of topics, including:

• Engineering Principles – including advanced 
 mathematics

• Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely 
 as a team

• Engineering Product Design and Manufacture

• Computer Aided Design in Engineering.

How is this course assessed?
4 units across two years

• Unit 1 Engineering Principles: A written exam 
 set and marked by Pearson

• Unit 2 Delivery of Engineering Processes 
 Safely as a Team: Internally marked 
 coursework

• Unit 3 Engineering Product Design and 
 Manufacture: A task set and marked by 
 Pearson and completed under supervised 
 conditions

• Unit 10 Computer Aided Design in Engineering: 
 Internally marked coursework.

What might this course lead to?
Engineering apprentices earn almost double the 
national apprentice wage and starting salaries 
for Engineering and Technology graduates are 
around 20% higher than the average graduate 
starting salary*. The Engineering course is a 
BTEC and equivalent to 1 A Level. Students 
who complete the course can progress on to 
university, studying a specific engineering 
discipline, as well as gaining opportunities for 
employment and apprenticeships. There are 
many roles in this sector where recruitment is at 
graduate level. The qualification carries UCAS 
points and is recognised by higher education 
providers as meeting admission requirements to 
many relevant courses, for example: Mechanical 
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Architecture, 
Automotive Engineering, Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering, Construction Management, 
Innovative Home Design and Construction, 
Construction and the Built Environment, 
Surveying and many more…

*Data taken from Engineering UK 2018: 
The State of Engineering
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English Literature
A LEVEL

Why study English Literature?
• I enjoy reading challenging texts and exploring 
 their deeper levels of meaning

• I enjoy group work and contributing my ideas

• I want to find out about the contexts in which 
 different texts were written.

What does this course consist of?
• Studying a selection of modern and 
 pre-twentieth century novels, poetry and plays 
 (including Shakespeare)

• Reading a variety of literature from all periods 
 to help develop literary analysis skills

• Developing strong, independent, critical skills

• Workshops, DVDs, independent study, essays 
 and theatre visits

• Much of the work is done by discussion 
 in groups.
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“English Literature 
can facilitate a wide 
range of future 
academic or work-
based pathways.”

English
English Language
A LEVEL

Why study English Language?
• I want to know more about components of the 
 English language – for instance, its grammar, 
 vocabulary and sounds - and how we use it

• I want to find out about new aspects of English, 
 such as how it varies and changes, the history 
 of the language, and how children acquire 
 speaking and writing skills

• I want to explore the power language can have 
 to create meanings and influence people

• I enjoy analysing written, spoken and 
 electronic texts

• I enjoy group work and contributing 
 to discussions

• I want to develop my written English skills 
 to a high level

• I welcome the chance to be assessed through 
 coursework as well as final exams.

What does this course consist of?
Studying topics such as: how and why English 
changes; how children learn to speak and write; 
how English is used around the world; and 
why there are regional and social differences in 
speech. These topics are unlikely to have been 
studied at GCSE. Analysing written, spoken and 
electronic texts, including texts from earlier times. 
You will build upon your GCSE skills to analyse 
texts in greater depth and detail. Exploring, 
discussing and debating issues concerning the 
English language in today’s world. Carrying out 
independent research into an aspect of English 

How is this course assessed?
• By examination (80%) and a coursework 
 element (20%).

What might this course lead to?
• Higher education

• Any career which requires good 
 communication skills and confidence – 
 Journalism, Broadcasting, Publishing, 
 Marketing, Teaching, Law, Media Management, 
 Digital & Social Media and Theatre.

that interests you and writing a piece of original 
writing such as a story or film review (both pieces 
contribute to the coursework component).

How is this course assessed?
• Two examinations at the end of the second 
 year (each worth 40% of the final marks)

• Two pieces of coursework (each worth 10% of 
 the final marks).

What might this course lead to?
• Many English Language students go on to 
 study at university in subjects such as English, 
 Law, History or Education

• This subject is well-regarded in careers where 
 a good understanding of the English Language 
 is important (for instance, Law, Journalism and 
 Broadcasting, Teaching, PR, Media, Publishing, 
 Speech and Language Therapy, Libraries and  
 Management).



GCSE

LEVEL 3 - 1 YEAR COURSE

English Language
Why study English Language?
Although it is compulsory to resit this 
course if you did not achieve your grade 
4 at GCSE, there are many reasons 
why you should study GCSE English 
Language. 

The English Language GCSE (grade 
4 and above) is used as a minimum 
requirement for many further and higher 
education specifications and a great deal 
of employers require at least a grade 4 
for job and apprenticeship roles.

Not only that, but you will also develop 
skills that are relevant in several different 
subjects that you will study whilst 
at college and elsewhere including: 
interpretive abilities, communication, 
close analysis, and the ability to 
construct a well-argued case.

What does the course consist of?
There are two assessed examinations 
and one non-assessed module of spoken 
language where students create a 
presentation and respond to questions 
from their peers and teacher.

During the course you will look at a 
range of texts and textual extracts of 
varying lengths from both fiction and 
non-fiction. 

How is this course assessed?
By examination.
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Geography
Geography
A LEVEL

Why study Geography?
• To learn about the dynamic and changing 
 world that we live in, to understand the 
 processes that drive Human and Physical 
 Geography and how we as humans interact 
 with the world around us.

• To develop a wide range of skills, including 
 fieldwork, interpretation of maps, sources and 
 graphs, opiniated writing and numerical skills.

What does this course consist of?
We follow the AQA A Level course which is 
divided into three components:

• Physical Geography - The Water and Carbon 
 Cycles, Glacial Systems and Landscapes, 
 and Hazards

• Human Geography - Global Systems and 
 Global Governance, Changing Places and 
 Contemporary Urban Environments

• Geography Fieldwork investigation or NEA 
 and four days of fieldwork across the two 
 year course.

How is this course assessed?
• Two examination papers worth 80% of the total 
 marks, Paper 1 is Physical Geography and 
 Paper 2 is Human Geography

• Geography Fieldwork leading to an 
 independently written investigation or NEA 
 worth 20% of the total marks.

What might this course lead to?
• Geography qualifications are valuable for a 
 wide range of careers including environmental 
 management and planning, energy, tourism, 
 risk management and education

• Entry to a wide range of university degree 
 courses in humanities and sciences. 
 Geography is a ‘facilitating’ subject favoured 
 by the Russell Group universities and was 
 recently named a must have A Level by 
 the Guardian.

Case Study
Name
Tiahna

Previous School
Our Lady & St Bede Catholic 
Academy

Studying
English Literature, Sociology, Politics

Progression plans/aspirations 

I plan to have a gap year to work and 
travel, then will be going to Newcastle 
University to do combined honours: to 
take English Literature and Politics. Then 
plan to continue education and maybe 
get a PhD in English or Politics.

Why did you choose SSFC?
I chose SSFC because it was my local 
college and had useful facilities. Here 
I was able to study the subjects I was 
interested in. 
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Case Study
Name
Zoyah

Previous School
The Grangefield Academy

Studying
Criminology, Sociology, 
Health & Social Care 

Why did you choose SSFC?
I chose SSFC because the teachers 
and staff were really friendly and 
welcoming during my induction days 
and this was the college that stood 
out to me the most.  

EPQ or 
Extended 
Project 
Qualification
Why study EPQ?
• This is a student led independent project 
 that allows students looking to progress onto 
 university to develop skills in research and 
 academic writing. Students can choose a topic 
 of personal interest, or something linked to 
 future career or study aspirations.

What does this course consist of?
This qualification is taken in addition to a 
student’s A Level or BTEC courses and is 
completed mostly in a student’s own time.

We follow the AQA course which includes:

• One hour per week of taught content, 
 this covers skills such as ethics, bias, 
 research methods, editing and referencing, 
 public speaking, completing primary 
 research, reviewing the work of others 
 and time management. These skills aim to 
 increase student confidence and allow 
 them to independently manage the progress 
 of their project.

• Students need to spend six months 
 researching a wide range of resources linked to 
 a topic of their choice. They need to keep 
 detailed notes and evidence of their progress 
 and skill development. Students will have a 
 supervisor to offer guidance and to sign 
 off on progress.

To be eligible for this course, students must have 
consistently high attendance at college and have 
subject teacher approval that they are capable of 
managing this alongside other courses.

How is this course assessed?
• At the end of the course, students will submit 
 evidence of learning and skill progression and 
 submit a record of this to the examination 
 board. They will then write a 5000 word 
 academic and fully referenced essay or 
 create an artefact and then give a ten minute 
 presentation on the outcome of this. 

What might this course lead to?
• It is worth half of an A Level or up to 28 UCAS 
 points and students completing this course 
 are 29% more likely to achieve A* - B grades 
 and can receive lower entry offers to some 
 universities.

• Students with this qualification move onto 
 university study with increased confidence 
 in their ability to manage workload and a 
 range of skills that give them an advantage 
 over other students. Studies at the University 
 of Southampton have shown that EPQ 
 students are more likely to complete their 
 degrees and have better grade outcomes.
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Health Careers 
Pathway
Overview

Our health careers pathways are designed to 
prepare you to progress onto a degree in higher 
education or an apprenticeship in the health care 
sector.

What will I be studying?
Pathway 1

Suitable for students wishing to study 
medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry, 
cosmetic dentistry, radiotherapy, optometry, 
physiotherapy and dietetics.

To gain entry onto these courses in higher 
education, A Levels in Biology and Chemistry are
essential plus one other A Level of your choice.

Pathway 2

Suitable for students who would like to gain entry 
to university to study nursing, midwifery, dental 
nursing, social work and any other allied health 
professional course.

It also enables progression onto health care 
related apprenticeships. BTEC National Level 
3 in Health and Social Care is recommended 
and should be studied together with BTEC 
Applied Science. In Health and Social Care, we 
examine human lifespan development, working 
safely in the healthcare sector, the roles and 
responsibilities of healthcare workers, equality 
and diversity and how nutrition affects our health. 
Applied Science covers Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics with emphasis on the application 
of these sciences in the workplace. Work 
placements are an integral part of this pathway.
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Health & Social Care
BTEC

Why study Health & Social Care?
• I am considering a career in one of the caring 
 professions

• I want to develop practical transferable skills in 
 communication and research as well as a 
 broad understanding of health, social care and 
 early years services

• I enjoy completing coursework.

What does this course consist of?
The course can be studied as an Extended 
Certificate (equivalent to one A Level) or a 
Diploma (equivalent to two A Levels.)

The units include:

Extended certificate:

• Human lifespan development

• Meeting individual care and support needs

• Working in Health and Social Care

• Physiological disorders and their care.

Diploma - as the Extended Certificate, plus:

• Enquiries into Current Research

• Principles of Safe Practice

• Promoting Public Health

• Nutritional Health.

How is this course assessed?
• Examination and coursework.

What might this course lead to?
• Careers within the Health and Social Care field, 
 including Nursing, Social Work, Youth Work, 
 Counselling, Mental Health, Early Years and 
 many more.

Health & 
Social Care

How will I be assessed?
Pathway 1

Biology and Chemistry A levels are assessed 
at the end of year 2 by examination. Each 
subject has 3 exams. You will also complete a 
series of practicals during the 2 years which are 
certificated separately.

Pathway 2

BTEC Health and Social Care and BTEC Applied 
Science are divided into units. Each unit is 
assessed separately. The units are a mixture 
of coursework and examinations. Your scores 
in each of the units covered are combined to 
produce your overall grade.

“The Government 
has identified that an 
additional 50,000 
nurses are required 
by 2024/25.”



Health Careers 
Pathway
Pathway 1 would allow you to access a career 
path into medicine, veterinary medicine,
dentistry, radiotherapy, optometry, 
physiotherapy, nutrition, teaching, scientific 
researcher and many more.

Pathway 2 would allow access to a career path 
in a wide variety of careers including adult, 
paediatric, mental, district, learning disability 
nursing. In addition this could lead to midwifery, 
social work, police services, probation services, 
youth workers and many more.

Opportunities
• Medic mentor programme

• Preparation for BMAT and UCAT entrance tests 

• Early entry UCAS support

• Work experience

• NHS volunteer programme

•  University workshops and conferences

• Guest speakers from a variety of careers in our 
 sector Industrial placements

• Trips.

What subjects go well with this Pathway?
Students at Stockton Sixth Form College study a 
combination of 3 subjects.

Pathway 1

We recommend studying Biology and Chemistry 
plus one other subject. A strong third subject

could be Physics, Maths or Computer Science 
however, many other subjects complement the
pathway well such as Geography, English 
Language, English Literature and Psychology.

Pathway 2

BTEC Health and Social Care can be studied at 
Stockton Sixth Form College as a 1 or 2 A Level 
equivalent. There is therefore a choice of whether 
you study 1 or 2 other subjects alongside Health 
and Social Care. We recommend BTEC Applied 
Science to develop your scientific background 
and many students will also choose to study 
Sociology, Psychology or Criminology.

Adult Nursing
HEALTH T LEVEL

QUALIFICATION

T Level, Duration: Two-year course – Equivalent 
to Three A Levels

What are T Levels?
Stockton Sixth Form College has been selected 
as one of the providers of the new T Level 
qualifications. This qualification will be available 
for students to study in September 2023. T 
Levels will follow on after GCSEs and will be 
equivalent to 3 A Levels. These 2-year courses 
have been developed in collaboration with 
employers and businesses so that the content 
meets the needs of the industry and prepares 
students for work. This T Level is designed for 
students wanting to pursue a career in the health, 
care and science sector. You will work with an 
employer in an industry placement for 20% of 
your time. Your placement and career options can 
include working across adult nursing in hospitals, 
health centres, people’s homes and the NHS.

Entry requirements to study a T Level 
You will need 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above 
including GCSEs in English Language, Maths 
and Science. You should have a strong interest in 
working in this sector and be prepared to discuss 
this further at an interview. You will also be 
required to complete a DBS check.

What does the course consist of?
You will learn core contemporary knowledge 
required to be successful in the health sector. 
This includes the structure of the health and 
science sector as well as working in the sector, 
providing care, safeguarding and promoting 
health and wellbeing.  

You will also study scientific and clinical practices 
covering elements of Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology. You will also study the occupational 
specialism Supporting the Adult Nursing Team. 
As part of this you will gain practical care skills. 
Within the course you will complete at least 45 
days / 315 hours of work placement in the health 
sector alongside your academic studies.

What is the difference between a T Level, 
BTEC and A Levels?
The biggest difference is that instead of studying 
three subjects you focus on one course full time. 
You will also complete a minimum of 315 hours in 
industry, developing work ready skills.

What are the next steps after taking 
a T Level?
On completion of a T Level, you will be able to 
choose between moving into a health-related 
skilled occupation or higher-level technical study 
such as an apprenticeship or degree.

Did you know?
The government has identified that an additional 
50,000 nurses are needed by 2024/25.
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“Did you know that 
more than half of your 
bones are in your 
hands and your feet?”



History
History 

A LEVEL

Why study History?
• It will give me an insight into the incredible 
 variety of ways in which people have lived in 
 the past

• It can teach me how to argue convincingly 
 and how to spot the weaknesses in other 
 people’s arguments

• I have an interest in the past and a willingness 
 to find out more

• I enjoy discussing and debating ideas 
 with others

• I will learn how to carry out research and 
 extract information from a variety of primary 
 and secondary sources

• I want to understand how the modern world 
 has been shaped by the past.

What does this course consist of?
We follow the AQA specification which consists 
of three components: two are assessed by final 
exams, and one involves coursework:

• (Examined) The Tudors: England 1485-1603: 
 An opportunity to study a crucial period of 
 change in England’s history; the reigns of 
 Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I and 
 Elizabeth I; explore change and continuity 
 in government, religion and ideas, society 
 and economy, foreign relationships and 
 royal authority

• (Examined) America – A Nation Divided 
 1845-1877: Study a period of history in depth; 
 investigate the origins of the American 
 Civil War, the course of the war itself, and 
 its aftermath; explore issues such as slavery, 
 abolitionism and civil rights

•  (Coursework) You will carry out supported 
 independent research to write an extended 
 essay. Choose between Russia 1855 -1964, 
 or women’s rights in Britain in the twentieth 
 century. 

How is this course assessed?
• By examination and through one piece of 
 coursework (as above)

• Each examined component is worth 40% of the 
 final A Level, whilst the coursework component 
 is worth 20%.

What might this course lead to?
•  A Level History is a well-regarded qualification 
 which provides a sound foundation not only 
 for the further study of history but also for many 
 other university degrees (Politics or Law, for 
 instance). It is particularly useful as a 
 preparation for careers which require you to 
 think critically, such as law, management or 
 journalism. More directly, the study of history 
 might lead you into a career in museums or the 
 heritage industry, or into teaching. Case Study

Name
Kane

Previous School
St Patrick’s RC College

Studying
Psychology, Sociology, History

Progression plans/aspirations 

I plan on going on to do Psychology at 
the University of York.

Why did you choose SSFC?
I chose SSFC as it had the best 
components in the courses I wanted to 
do and had free buses to and from the 
college. I attended a Year 10 day and 
really enjoyed the environment of the 
college in and out of lesson.
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“A Level History 
provides a solid 
foundation for many 
university degrees.”



Maths
AQA Mathematics
A LEVEL

Why study Mathematics?
• I want to develop and extend my mathematical 
 skills, particularly in real-life situations

• It is highly regarded for entry into most careers 
 and higher education courses

• If you are very keen on Mathematics and wish 
 to take it beyond A Level, you can also study 
 Further Mathematics.

What does this course consist of?
• You will build upon the skills you have acquired 
 at GCSE and develop an understanding of new 
 concepts the linear course covers:

• Pure Mathematics (algebra, trigonometry, 
 graphs, sequences, calculus etc.)

• Mechanics (Newton’s Laws, vectors, 
 projectiles etc.)

• Statistics (Data collection, presentation and 
 analysis, probability etc.).

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead to?
• Higher education to study Mathematics or 
 any subject with a high maths content such 
 as Statistics, Physics, Chemistry, Psychology, 
 Engineering, Accountancy etc.

AQA Further 
Mathematics
A LEVEL

Why study Further Mathematics?
• I am keen on Maths and wish to broaden my 
 knowledge beyond A Level

• It is very highly regarded for entry into most 
 careers and higher education

• It is a requirement for some universities if you 
 are considering a degree in Mathematics

• It is recommended if you are considering a 
 higher education course or a career in fields 
 related to Engineering or Sciences.

What does this course consist of?
• Further Mathematics gives you the opportunity 
 to study Pure Maths, Mechanics and Discrete 
 Mathematics in more depth

• Some topics are new and abstract, for example 
 complex numbers, while others deepen 
 knowledge gained in A Level Mathematics in 
 topics such as Vectors and Differential 
 Equations

• In the new specification only Further 
 Mathematics students will have the options to 
 study Decision Maths.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead to?
• Higher education to study Mathematics or 
 any subject with a high maths content such as 
 Accountancy, Chemistry, Engineering, Finance, 
 Physics, Psychology, Statistics etc.

Mathematics
GCSE

Why study Mathematics?
• It is compulsory to re-sit this course if you did 
 not achieve a grade 4 at GCSE

• Based on your Maths grade you will have the 
 option to take the exams in November 
 (students with Grade 3 from school) or June

• Students on Grade 1 and Grade 2 from school 
 will study Functional Skills Level 1 and Level 2 
 before moving onto GCSE Mathematics.

What does this course consist of?
• Applying mathematics in context, problem 
 solving and exploring the functional elements 
 of mathematics

• Reasoning, interpreting and communicating 
 mathematically

• Developing and refining a sound technique 
 in working with numbers and understanding 
 fractions, decimals, percentages, basic ratio, 
 best buys, time problems, scale drawings, 
 perimeter, area, volume and conversion of units

• Applying maths to mini-projects, such as 
 learning to drive and car costs’, ‘first time buyer’ 
 and ‘holiday’ project scenarios.

Intervention / support sessions are offered to 
those students who need the extra help with 
certain topics / concepts that they have struggled 
with at school.

How is this course assessed?
• External exams in November or June for 
 GCSEs (AQA) with Key Assessment Grades 
 during the year

• External exams in December, March or June 
 for Functional Skills (City & Guilds) with Key 
 Assessment Grades during the year.

What might this course lead to?
• Essential for various courses at university 
 including Teaching and Nursing etc.

• Essential for apprenticeships and future 
 employment.
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“Maths is the most 
popular subject at 
A level. In 2021, there 
were 87,000 entries.”



Media 
Studies
A LEVEL

Why study Media Studies?
• I want to understand the media and its products

• I want to develop a critical awareness of the 
 society I live in

• I want to get a job in the media industry or 
 employment where media skills are essential.

What does this course consist of?
The media plays an increasingly powerful role 
in today’s society, revolutionising our social 
interactions and exerting influence in every 
industry, from entertainment to international 
politics. The new linear A Level will involve the 
study of representation across a wide range of 
media, ranging from Netflix’s Black Mirror to 
music artists such as Sam Fender and films such 
as Black Panther. We will also look at advertising 
and news, examining how news organisations 
construct their messages for the public to 
consume. The course also involves exploring the 
rapid changes in media technology and how the 
online age has affected media products such as 
print and social media. 

In the world of ‘Fake News’ we will learn the 
skills and the theories we need to form our own 
opinion.

The course is a lively and varied one that helps 
you develop skills in research, IT, analysis and 
critical thinking. You will also get to create your 
own media products using our industry standard 
software and custom-made media suite.

How is this course assessed?
• 70% Examination

• 30% Coursework.

What might this course lead to?
• A wide range of higher education courses

• Any career where analytical skills and creativity 
 are valued.

Case Study
Name
Katie

Previous School
Ian Ramsey CE Academy

Studying
Chemistry, Biology, 
Philosophy & Ethics

Progression plans/aspirations 

Medicine at Hull York Medical School

Why did you choose SSFC?
I chose Stockton Sixth Form as it’s a 
small college with dedicated staff and a 
sense of community.

What is the best thing about being a 
SSFC student?
The smaller class sizes mean teachers 
have time to support students better 
with work.
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Psychology 
& Sociology
Psychology
A LEVEL

Why study Psychology?
• I am interested in exploring why people think, 
 feel and behave in the way that they do 

• I want to better understand how therapies 
 are used to treat people with a range of different 
 psychological illnesses

• I want to learn more about classic research 
 studies that have changed our understanding of 
 human behaviour

• I have a broad skill set including Maths, English 
 and Science

• I want to develop my communication skills

• I want to develop my ability to think critically

• I want to improve my level of employability.

What does this course consist of?
• Psychology Past to Present: A fascinating 
 exploration of major psychological approaches 
 to understanding human behaviour, as well as 
 classic research studies

• Investigating Behaviour: Understand how 
 Psychologists study human behaviour and test 
 their theories

• Psychology: Implications in the Real Word: 
 We take an in depth look at stress, 
 schizophrenia & addiction.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination

 (3 written exams at the end of the 2 year course 
 each lasting 2 1/4hours)

What might this course lead to?
• The study of psychology at university

• Specific careers: Educational Psychologist, 
 Sports Psychologist, Clinical Psychologist, 
 Neuropsychologist, Criminal Psychologist, 
 Forensic Psychologist, Researcher

• General careers: Teaching, Advertising, 
 Management, Counselling, Nursing, Midwifery, 
 Law, Business and HR.

Sociology
A LEVEL

Why study Sociology?
• I want to understand more about the world and 
 the different cultures within it

• I care about social problems like poverty, 
 crime and social inequalities between genders, 
 ethnicities and age groups

• I would like to learn about contemporary 
 events which happen in society e.g. local and 
 national news

• I would like to discuss ways in which society 
 could be improved, to better the lives of people 
 in the UK. 

What does this course consist of?
Sociology is the scientific study of society. 
Sociologists are interested in our social world – 
from the small details of how our identity forms, 
looking at influences of family, friends, the media, 
religion and so on, to big issues like inequality 
and politics. 

The course consists of three units:

• Socialisation, Culture & Identity with Families 
 & Households: Looking at the nature/nurture 
 debate, what influences our behaviour and 
 shapes our personality, and the evolution of 
 identity in contemporary society – for example 
 gender fluidity, modern sexualities (LGBTQ+), 
 disability and whether ‘national’ identity 
 still exists. 

We also study changing roles and relationships 
within the family and assess the relevance of 
a variety of theoretical perspectives on this, 
including Feminist, Marxist and Functionalist 
viewpoints.   

• Researching and Understanding Social 
 Inequalities: A fascinating look at just how 
 unequal the world continues to be in terms 
 of class, income and wealth, gender, age and 
 ethnicity, but more importantly, ways in which 
 we can make changes to improve society in 
 years to come. Let’s be a part of the change! 
 You will also have the opportunity to carry out 
 your own sociological research on an area of 
 your choice within the curriculum within 
 this module.  

• Globalisation & the Digital Social World with 
 Crime & Deviance: An up-to-date look at the 
 impact of changing digital communications, 
 including the power of social media, on our 
 identity, relationships and even on global 
 cultures and conflicts (such as the Taliban’s use 
 of social media to incite terrorism).

In Crime & Deviance you will learn about the 
Criminal Justice System and analyse patterns 
of offending and victimisation. We have very 
interesting and sometimes controversial 
discussions about how certain groups are policed 
and the reasons why people commit crime, 
drawing upon empirical examples from the news, 
such as the George Floyd tragedy in 2020.  

How is this course assessed? 
• By examination (3 exam papers - 1 for each unit 
 outlined above)

What might this course lead to? 
• Higher education

• Any career which involves working with people, 
 good communication skills and the ability to 
 understand ‘where people are coming from’ 
 such as Teaching, Nursing, Journalism, Police 
 and Probation Work, Social Work, Counselling, 
 Politics, Human Resources, Law, Marketing 
 and Business Management.
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“Psychology is 
one of the most 
popular subjects to 
study at A level.”



Religious 
Studies
(Philosophy & Ethics)
A LEVEL 

Why study Religious Studies?
• I am keen to explore the meaning of life

• I am interested in other people, their culture 
 and beliefs

• I enjoy debates, discussions, group activities 
 and problem solving.

What does this course consist of?
The linear Religious Studies course will be a 
third ethics, a third philosophy and a third a 
study of major world religion. The course is about 
asking big questions and looking at a range of 
responses:

• Is there a God?

• Is there a right way to live?

• Are certain actions always wrong?

• Who was Muhammed?

• What role does religion play in a multi-faith and 
 often secular society?

In Philosophy we look at the work of those such 
as Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas, arguments 
for the existence of God and thinking about the 
problem of evil; why God allows suffering in a 
world when he has the power to stop it.

In Ethics we look at different ways of taking 
ethical decisions and how these apply in areas 
such as sexuality, abortion and euthanasia.

In our focus on Islam, we look at themes such as: 
the history of the religion and how it developed, 
challenges to Islam in the 21st century, the role of 
women, Feminism and how faith is practised.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead to?
• Any career working with people or where 
 knowledge of other cultures would be useful, 
 for example the Police, Social Work, Medicine 
 and the Media

• Any career where thinking skills and analytical 
 writing are required. It would be particularly 
 useful for those entering the Legal Profession, 
 Journalism, Teaching, Advertising, Marketing 
 and Business Management

• Higher education.

Science
Applied Science
BTEC

Why study Applied Science?
• In an Applied Science BTEC course, you will  
 not only gain a solid grounding in scientific 
 theories and concepts, but also develop the 
 practical, investigative skills that underpin 
 this sector

• You will have the opportunity to focus on the 
 more specialist subject of Human Physiology

• You will develop generic skills such as 
 team-working, presentational skills and 
 research strategies.

What does this course consist of?
Year 1 

• Unit 1 Principles and Applications of Science.

• Unit 2 Practical Scientific Procedures and 
 Techniques.

Year 2 

• Unit 3 Science Investigation Skills.

• Unit 8 Physiology of Human Body Systems. 

How is this course assessed?
• Unit 1 and 3 are assessed by exams. 
 Unit 2 and 8 are assessed with laboratory and 
 portfolio work. 

What might this course lead to?
• The demand for students with an Applied 
 Science qualification is very high

• Industry favours the practical science skills 
 learned

• University favours the research and portfolio 
 skills gained. 
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“Explore some of 
the main questions 
which have puzzled 
humanity throughout  
its history.” ‘90% of our Applied Science 

students go on to study degrees in 
subjects including Forensic Science, 
Biomedical Sciences, Chemistry, 
Pharmaceuticals and Nursing.’



Biology 

A LEVEL

Why study Biology?
• I enjoy planning laboratory work, carrying out 
 investigations and evaluating results

• I am interested in studying living organisms

• I am interested in modern developments in 
 Genetics to prevent and cure disease

• I enjoy nature and want to find out more about 
 conservation, diversity and ecosystems

• I hope to study either a medical or a 
 science-based course at university

What does this course consist of?
A Level Biology consists of a range of activities: 
lectures, discussion, fieldwork, practical work and 
investigations, with six modules over two years 
covering:

• Foundations in Biology

• Exchange and Transport

• Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease

• Communication, Homeostasis and Energy

• Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems

• Development of Practical Skills in Biology.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination. There are 3 written A Level 
 examinations at the end of two years

• Teacher-led practical assessment.

What might this course lead to?
• Degree courses such as Medicine, Dentistry, 
 Veterinary Science, Marine Biology, 
 Agriculture, Microbiology, Genetics, and 
 Biochemistry

• Careers in a wide range of industries such 
 as chemical, food, pharmaceuticals or the 
 Health Service

• Science Apprenticeships.

Chemistry 

A LEVEL

Why study Chemistry?
• I enjoy practical work and thrive on 
 problem solving

• I hope to apply for a science-based or otherwise 
 competitive degree course at university

• Chemistry develops valuable and marketable 
 skills, including; logical thought, analysis, 
 numeracy and communication.

What does this course consist of?
This course is made up of three units covering 
Physical, Inorganic and Organic Chemistry. 
You will cover a wide variety of material where 
the fundamental principles of Chemistry will be 
explained. Topics will include Atomic Structure 
and Bonding, Kinetics, Energetics, Equilibria, 
and Organic Chemistry. Practical work is linked 
closely to the theory, with the aim of developing 
understanding through ‘hands-on’ experience.

How is this course assessed?
• Three two hour examinations at the end of the 
 second year of the course.

What might this course lead to?
• A Level Chemistry is essential or highly 
 desirable for degree courses such as Medicine, 
 Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Biochemistry, 
 Pharmacy, Forensic Science, Materials 
 Science, Chemical Engineering etc.

• A good grade in Chemistry will also improve 
 your prospects of gaining a place on many 
 other highly competitive higher education 
 courses such as Law, Accountancy, 
 Engineering, Psychology and Physiotherapy

• A wide range of careers in industry with a high 
 starting salary.

Physics
A LEVEL

Why study Physics?
• I want to learn about the scientific principles 
 behind today’s exciting technology

• I want to study a course which is demanding 
 but interesting

• I want a qualification that opens doors to a wide 
 range of exciting careers

• It is an excellent starting point if I am 
 considering a career in science, engineering 
 or technology.

What does this course consist of?
• A study which encompasses the very smallest 
 things (quarks) to the very largest 
 (The Universe) and everything in between

• Year 1 covers familiar areas such as electricity, 
 waves and mechanics as well as some new 
 ideas like quantum physics

• Year 2 takes the course into gravitational fields, 
 electromagnetism and nuclear physics. Many 
 of the fundamental ideas come together when 
 we explore atomic physics in depth.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination and assessment of required 
 practical assignments.

What might this course lead to?
• The demand for students with a Physics 
 qualification is very high and, therefore, nearly 
 all students who achieve A Level Physics go on 
 to university. Most of these study science 
 based degrees.

• Many universities offer attractive bursaries 
 for high achieving students taking Physics 
 and/or Engineering.

46 47

“Physics is crucial 
to understanding the 
world around us, and 
the world beyond us.”



Sport
AQA  A Level 
Physical Education
Level 3

Why study Physical Education?
• I have a keen and active interest in sport but 
 want to combine this with other subjects

• I can offer a practical performance in a sport 
 to a reasonable standard.

What does this course consist of?
PAPER ONE: 2 hour exam

• Applied Anatomy and Physiology

• Skill Acquisition

• Sport and Society

PAPER TWO: 2 hour exam

• Exercise Physiology and Biomechanics

• Sports Psychology

• Sport and Society and Technology in Sport

PRACTICAL PERFORMANCE IN PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY: non-exam assessment

Student assessed as a performer or coach in full 
version of one activity

How is this course assessed?
• By 2, two-hour examinations in addition to 
 performance in physical activity.

What might this course lead to?
• Progression from this qualification can include 
 higher education to study a Sports related 
 degree in Teaching, Coaching, Physiotherapy, 
 Sports Therapy or the Leisure Industry or 
 Apprenticeship

• This course can also provide a pathway into 
 the Forces (Emergency or Armed) and health 
 related employment.

National Extended 
Certificate in Sport
BTEC

Why study Sport?
• I have a keen and active interest in sport but 
 want to combine this with other subjects

• I can offer two Olympic/NGB sports (one 
 individual, one team) to a reasonable standard

• I prefer a more vocational approach, with 
 continuous assessment in addition to exams.

What does this course consist of?
Mandatory units:

• Anatomy and Physiology (exam)

• Fitness, Training and Programming for Health, 
 Sport and Fitness (controlled assessment)

• Professional Development in the Sports 
 Industry

• Practical Sports Performance.

How is this course assessed?
• By coursework, controlled assessment, 
 and examination in addition to performance in 
 two sports.

What might this course lead to?
• Progression from this qualification can include 
 higher education to study a Sports related 
 degree in Teaching, Coaching, Physiotherapy, 
 Sports Therapy or the Leisure Industry or 
 Apprenticeship

• This course can also provide a pathway into 
 the Forces (Emergency or Armed) and health 
 related employment.
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Football 
Academy
Stockton Sixth Football Academy provides a 
great opportunity to develop as a footballer whilst 
continuing your educational journey. The college 
operates both male and female academies. 
Alongside studying 3 A Levels or BTECs you 
will take part in a rigorous and intense football 
programme, training every day of the week 
during college hours. 

You can train on our state-of-the-art £1 million 
3G pitch under our UEFA qualified coaches with 
a vast experience of coaching in all different 
aspects of the game. Training will be of a high 
intensity level and high standard to allow you 
to compete in the North East College Premier 
League with matches on a Wednesday afternoon.

Our link with Teesside University will offer you 
the chance to regularly attend their 
state-of-the-art facilities for physiological testing, 
strength and conditioning support and sports 
therapy. Students wear GPS vests to track 
player movements during training to replicate 
actual games. This enables you to view your 
data and compare yourself against elite premier 
league players.

The college has a clear progression pathway. 
The football programme benefits from regular 
trips to Teesside University which allows you the 
opportunity to see how a university operates and 
provides you with a greater insight into the daily 
life you may look to pursue once you 
leave college. 

For your footballing future, the link with Stockton 
Town Football Club is invaluable as a natural 
pathway can exist for players strong enough 
after 2 years playing within the college system to 
progress into STFC first team and development 
squads. 

STFC’s recent history of promotions and 
silverware has been dominated by players 
who have come through the club’s systems 
and this college football academy is the perfect 
springboard for players wishing to take that final 
step into the club. 

We aim to create a holistic environment for 
young people to develop as footballers alongside 
their education, so if football is something you are 
wanting to continue – look no further!

What can I study alongside the Football 
Academy pathway?
Students can study any courses alongside the 
football pathway. Common subject choices 
include:

BTEC Sport, BTEC Applied Science, A Level 
Biology, A Level or BTEC Business, BTEC IT 
or A Level Geography. These subjects keep a 
variety of career options open such as Education, 
Coaching, Physiotherapy, Personal Training, 
Leisure Management, Outdoor Pursuits careers 
or apprenticeships.



Community Sports 
Leadership Award
LEVEL 2 – COMPLETE ALONGSIDE 
YOUR STUDIES

Why study Community Sports?
• I have a keen and active interest in sport and 
 have an interest in sports leadership

• I may already volunteer in sports leadership 
 activities

• I prefer a vocational approach and hope to add 
 to my coaching/volunteering experience.

What does this course consist of?
Unit 1 – Building leadership skills 

Unit 2 – Plan, lead and evaluate sport/physical 
activity sessions 

Unit 3 – Assist in planning and leading a sports/
physical activity event

Unit 4 – Lead sport/physical activity sessions in 
your community.

How is this course assessed?
• By continuous assessment in Units 1-3 and 
 5 hours demonstration of leadership in the 
 community for Unit 4.

What might this course lead to?
• This qualification has a progression pathway 
 to the next level of Sports Leadership 
 qualification, the Level 3 Qualification in 
 Sports Leadership.

• It can also help support pathways into 
 higher education to study a Sports related 
 degree in Teaching, Coaching, Physiotherapy, 
 Sports Therapy or the Leisure Industry or 
 Apprenticeship.

• This course can help to support a pathway 
 into the Forces (Emergency or Armed) and 
 health related employment.
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“Enjoy playing on 
our state of the art 
3G Football pitch.”

Sports Leadership 
Award
LEVEL 3 – COMPLETE ALONGSIDE 
YOUR STUDIES

Why study Sports Leadership?
• I have a keen and active interest in sport and 
 have an interest in sports leadership

• I may already volunteer in sports leadership 
 activities or have Level 2 CSLA

• I prefer a vocational approach and hope to add 
 to my coaching/volunteering experience.

• I want to be able to plan inclusive sport/ 
 physical activity sessions for a range of 
 participant groups.

What does this course consist of?
Unit 1 – Developing leadership skills 

Unit 2 – Lead safe sport/physical activity 
sessions 

Unit 3 – Know how to plan inclusive sport/
physical activity sessions 

Unit 4 – Plan, lead and evaluate a progressive 
series of inclusive sport/activity sessions 

Unit 5 – Plan, lead and evaluate a sports/
physical activity event

Unit 6 – Demonstrate leading inclusive sport/
physical activity sessions to a range of 
participant groups

How is this course assessed?
• By continuous assessment in Units 1-5 and 
 12 hours demonstration of leadership in the 
 participant groups for Unit 6.

What might this course lead to?
• This qualification is the Level 3 Qualification 
 in Sports Leadership and can also help support 
 pathways into higher education to study a 
 Sports related degree in Teaching, Coaching, 
 Physiotherapy, Sports Therapy or the Leisure 
 Industry or Apprenticeship

• This course can help to support a pathway into 
 the Forces (Emergency or Armed) and health 
 related employment.



Foundation 
Studies
The Foundation Studies faculty at Stockton 
Sixth Form College provides a fully inclusive, 
stimulating and structured environment that 
prepares students for further study, employment 
or an apprenticeship. 

Students are able to improve their skills and gain 
further qualifications in a friendly, supportive and 
encouraging environment.  Courses are available 
at entry level, level 1 and level 2. 

You will study English and maths (GCSE or 
Functional Skills), a vocational subject and 
employability skills.

We offer:

• Enhanced transition support

• In course support tailored to individual needs

• A thorough tutorial programme

• Enhanced progression and careers support

• Opportunities to try a range of additional 
 activities, including teamwork skills, outdoor 
 activities, first aid and food hygiene

• Opportunities for work experience and 
 work related activities.

52
53

“Everyone is supportive. You can speak 
to any teacher if you need help, they’ll 
support you every step of the way.” 

Application Form 
Application for admission to full time courses 2023 - 24

Personal Details
  *Surname  *First name(s)

 *Address

 *Postcode

 *Gender  *Date of birth

*Home
Telephone

*Mobile
Number

*Personal
Email

Current School/College

Courses Please complete this section, even if you are still unsure

 Subject  Level

*Required

 *Title

 Name of parent(s) / guardian(s)

 Address (if different from above)

 Postcode

 Have you lived in the UK for the last three years?
  If no, please provide evidence of your residency status  Yes  No
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Find out 
more…
Open Events
Our Open Events are an ideal opportunity to meet 
our staff, tour the college and find out about the 
vast array of courses on offer.

Tuesday 11th October 2022 
5.00pm - 7.00pm

Wednesday 7th December 2022 
5.00pm - 7.00pm

Monday 6th February 2023 
5.00pm - 7.00pm

Taster Sessions
Taster sessions will be held at the college during 
the autumn and spring term. These are an ideal 
opportunity to visit the college and try out a range 
of subjects. Information about upcoming taster 
sessions will be available on our website. 

Open Door Policy
If you are unable to make one of our open 
events and would like to visit college to look 
around or to speak to specific staff please 
contact us on 01642 612611 or email on 
Stockton.info@tvc.ac.uk and we will arrange a 
convenient date and time. 

How to Apply
Visit our website and follow the ‘Apply Now’ link 
or fill in the application form at the back of this 
prospectus.

Applying
We visit all partner schools during the autumn 
term and speak to prospective students about 
studying at Stockton Sixth Form College. We 
accept applications from 1st September in each 
academic year and advise prospective students 
to apply early to secure their place with us.

Interview
When you have applied, you will be invited for an 
informal interview to discuss the nature of your 
course choices and so we can check your study 
pathway suits your predicted GCSE results and 
your career aims and ambitions.

Acceptance
Once your offer has been secured you are then 
invited to attend numerous taster sessions 
throughout the year. We will also encourage you 
to sign up to our Preview Days which take place 
in the summer. These will give you a flavour of 
what life at Stockton Sixth Form is really like.

Enrolment
Details on how to enrol will be sent out to you at 
the beginning of August.

Data Protection Act

  Signed  Date

 Please return this completed application form: 

 Stockton Sixth Form College, Bishopton Road West, Stockton-on-Tees TS19 0QD

Ethnicity

English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/British Irish

Gypsy or Irish Traveller

Bangladeshi

Indian

What is your ethnic background? Please tick: 

Any other White background

White and Black Caribbean 

White and Black African 

White and Asian

Any other white mixed/multiple ethnic background

Any other Black/African/Caribbean background

Pakistani

Chinese

Any other Asian background

African

Caribbean

Arab

Prefer not to say

Any other ethnic group*

 *Any other ethnic group

No Do you currently receive free school meals?  Yes

 Do you have a learning difficulty or disability  
 which you wish to draw to our attention

 If yes, please give details: 

 Do you receive any additional support or special 
 arrangements in school (e.g. extra time in exams?)

 If yes, please give details: 

No Yes

No Yes

Do you have an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP)? No Yes

Stockton Sixth Form College is part of Tees Valley Collaborative Trust. This privacy statement explains how 
and why we use personal information we collect about you. 

What data do we collect? 
We collect information about you when you apply to be a student at our college which enables us to set 
targets and understand your needs and preferences. This data includes performance data from your 
previous school or college prior to joining us. We also collect data about you as you study with us, this 
includes information about your ability, progress and aspirations. We also collect pastoral data such as 
where you live, any learning support needs you may have and any health concerns to help us to support you 
during your time with us. 

We monitor our college with closed circuit television cameras and images are stored for no longer than 
5 weeks and then deleted (unless there is a police investigation in progress). 

How will we use the information about you?
Data such as GCSE results, grade breakdowns, SAT scores and reading ability scores are used to support 
you during your time with us and used to calculate challenging targets in your subjects. 

Data such as health information and specific needs are used to support you during your studies with us. 
We hold exam board data in line with The Joint Council for Qualifications requirements. 

We may use your email address, phone number and postal address to contact you during your studies. 

Sharing Data
We never share data with commercial organisations. We only ever share your information with other 
educational and public sector organisations where there is a need to support you or promote your best 
interests, in line with safeguarding legislation. We may also send you information about future courses and 
services that are relevant to your application.

Access to your information and correction 
You have the right to request access to your personal data that we hold and be provided with a copy of it. 
Please email Stockton.info@tvc.ac.uk for more information (there may be a small charge for this service). 
You may request that your personal data is amended if inaccurate or incomplete.

Privacy Statement
For full details on our privacy statement please visit our website: 
www.stocktonsfc.ac.uk/college-information/data-protection/                          

How To Contact Us
Stockton Sixth Form College, Bishopton Road West, Stockton-on-Tees, TS19 0QD
Stockton.info@tvc.ac.uk



Stockton Sixth Form College
Bishopton Road West, Stockton-on-Tees, TS19 0QD
01642 612611  Stockton.info@tvc.ac.uk
www.stocktonsfc.ac.uk

Leading Students 
to Success…

Working as part ofFind us on…

The information in this guide is correct 
at the time of publication but circumstances 
may arise which cause us to revise 
our provisions.


